
FIRE DEPARTMENT 
i l i 0  Pine Street 

CeKalb Illinois 601 15 
t 'hone 181 51 748~8460 

September 24, 2003 

hlarlcnc H Dortch 
Seci.ctary 
Fcdcral ('iiniinunications C'nmniission 
115 l 2 t h  Sli-ert. SW 
W:ishingroii. DC' 20554 

KF WT Docket No 99-87IUM-9332 

L k a r  M\ I)oi.lch 

On hehalt o i  tlie UeKalh Fi re  Deparrment, I would like to express our support for the petition for reconsideration 
I'iled b l  Ihc - \ \ \ u i i a t i o i i  of Public-Safety Communications Offclals (APCO), the International Association o f  Fire 
( h ick .  and other public safety organization> in lhc abobc-referenced proceeding regarding mandatory m i p t i o n  
t(I narrowband operations on land mobile radio syslcniz in thc VHF High Band (150-170 MHz) and UHF (421- 
S I ~ M H Z ) I : - ~  'L ucncies 

I'he current deadline ol.Ianuary 13, 2004. for the FCC to accept applications to modify existing 25 lcHz systems 
\k 1 1 1  prevent public sarely licensees fiom adding critical capacity and coverage for existing systems Such 
modificalioni should he permitted until  January I .  2013, to coincide with a final complete migration deadline In 
rhc Stale ollllinois, there i s  a critical need to increase capacity and enhance the coverage of our wide hand mutual 
aid and fire Sround operational channels throughout the State 

I he cumii t  rule prohibits any new system applied for after January 13, 2004 from nperating with 25 kHz 
cquipnicnl Thcrc needs to he an cxceplion to lhat iule lo accommodate new systems that must maintain 
interoperability w i t h  existing 25 kHy-only systems There is a significant portion o f t h e  State that is working to 
improve otir interoperability for mutual aid operations The currenl rules will significantly hinder our efforts to 
probide interoperability for a major portion of the State 

rile ctirreni rule \vi11 make II impossiblc lor many s b ~ c  and local golernments to add capacity or replace broken 
and worn-out radios after 2008, when 25 kHz capable radio \vi11 no longer be allowed to be manufactured or 
imported That date \huu ld  he extended to I a n u a r y  I ,  2013, to coincide with a tinal complete migration deadline 

i IDMA a i d  nrher imulti-bandwidth mode equipment can probide important efficiencies for ceitain types ofpublic 
\aFelq i~adio .;ystems blohile data systems also provide critical functionality lo modem public safety 
L~~mn~ttliications oper;l~ion\. bui generally require wideband (25  kHz) channels and are conslstent w ~ t h  maxlmum 
spectral etf icicncy The I'C'C' should conlinue to allow such opcrations, so long as  efliciency guidelines are met 

K~cpecl l ' t i l ly  submitted, i 

Fire Chiel' 


